
CITY OF WASHINGTON, ILLINOIS 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING - MONDAY, MAY 4, 2020 – 6:30 P.M. 

REMOTE WEB MEETING 
 

Call to Order Mayor Manier called the Remote Web regular meeting of Monday, May 4, 2020 to order at 6:30 

p.m. Physically present were Mayor Gary Manier, City Administrator Ray Forsythe, Police 

Chief Mike McCoy, and City Clerk Pat Brown. 
 

Roll Call Remotely present and answering roll call were Aldermen, Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, 

Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, and Yoder. 
 

 Also, remotely present were Finance Director Joanie Baxter, P & D Director Jon Oliphant, City 

Engineer Dennis Carr, Public Works Director Kevin Schone, Deputy Chief of Police Jeff 

Stevens, and City Treasurer Ellen Dingledine. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance All present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Agenda Review, 

Amended 

The Agenda was reviewed and Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Cobb seconded to 

remove the Supplemental MFT Resolution from the agenda and move it to Committee of the 

Whole meeting for further discussion. Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. The Agenda 

stood as amended.   
 

Approve Consent 

Agenda 

Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Butler seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as 

presented. Items included on the Consent Agenda were minutes of the April 20, 2020 regular 

City Council meeting; bid award: watering & landscape maintenance (city entrance signs; 

downtown square; city hall; police department; veterans memorial at Glendale cemetery); 

payment authorization: pay request #1, safe routes to school engineering, Terra Engineering, 

Ltd.; and payment authorization: pay request #1 (final), WWTP #2 aeration air piping 

repairs/replacement, G.A. Rich & Sons, Inc. On roll call on the motion to approve the vote was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0   

Motion declared carried. 
 

Announcements None. 
 

Audience Comments City Clerk Brown read several comments that were submitted via email. Comments are attached 

and made part of these minutes. 
 

Finance & Personnel 

Committee 

Alderman Daniel Cobb, Finance & Personnel Committee, reported nothing on the agenda for 

consideration.  
 

Public Safety 

Committee 

Alderman Brian Butler, Public Safety Committee, reported nothing on the agenda for 

consideration. Police Chief McCoy commented that monthly statistics went out today and if 

anyone had questions to call.  
 

Public Works 

Committee 

Alderman Mike Brownfield, Public Works Committee, reported that the MFT item this evening 

was discussed at Public Works Committee it was asked to move to Committee of the Whole 

meeting for further discussion. He welcomed City Engineer Dennis Carr. Public Works Director 

Schone provided several updates that included the following: all full-time Public Works 

employees are back and are picking up the mowing slack that would normally be done by our 

part-time seasonal employees; Wastewater Treatment Plant #1 closure is going well; block 

replacement at Wastewater Treatment Plant #2; asphalt work is schedule with the paver being 

rented in June; and Water Tower #1 painting is halted due to finding three baby hawks in a nest 

on the tower railing, which could take up to 45 days for them to leave.  
 

Annual Appointments Mayor Manier requested Council approval of the following appointments: Budget Officer, City 

Administrator Ray Forsythe; City Collector, Pat Brown; and Mayor Pro Tem, Alderman Mike 

Brownfield. Alderman Dingledine moved and Alderman Cobb seconded to concur with the 

appointments as presented. On roll call the vote was:  

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0 

Motion declared carried. 
 

Standing Committee 

Appointments 

Mayor Manier requested Council approval of the following Standing Committee appointments: 

Finance & Personnel – Mayor Manier, Alderman Lilija Stevens, and Daniel Cobb (Chairman); 

Public Works – Alderman Dave Dingledine, Alderman Brett Adams, and Alderman Mike 

Brownfield (Chairman); and Public Safety –Alderman Randall Black, Alderman Todd Yoder, 

and Alderman Brian Butler (Chairman). Alderman Dingledine moved and Alderman Black 

seconded to concur with the appointments as presented. On roll call the vote was:  

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0 

Motion declared carried. 
 

Re-Appointments Mayor Manier requested Council approval of the reappointment of Mr. Tom Berlett to the 

Glendale Cemetery Board of Managers, Mr. Dan Silverthorn to the Police Commission, and Mr. 

Kevin Gall to the Liquor Control Commission. Alderman Cobb moved and Alderman Stevens 

seconded to concur with the reappointments as presented. On roll call the vote was:  

Ayes:  8    

Nays:  0 

Motion declared carried. 
 

Mayor’s Comments Mayor Manier commented on the COVID-19 response of some area communities wanting to 

open now and stated with the pressure the Governor is receiving from downstate something may 

happen before the end of May but until then we will be following the guidelines in place today.  



City Administrator Forsythe shared that correspondence that was received today from IDOT 

regarding an update on the Rebuild Illinois Bond Funds noting the following: it is a $1.5B 

program the state initiated a couple of years ago with the intention to do major capital 

improvements; the City received between $53-54M for the Business Route 24 reconstruction 

that will be managed by IDOT; all the municipalities in IL will also be receiving Rebuild IL 

funds and will be distributed as they issue bonds; today we were notified that we will receive 

$181,960.76 this week in bond proceeds that can be used for projects following the MFT 

program; this $181K is the first of six payments, receiving two payments per year for the next 

three years for a total of $1,091,764.56; timing of this is good with the conversation we are 

about to have with the COVID-19 response; next Committee of the Whole meeting we will be 

bringing forward a revision to the 2019 MFT project; and as part of our moving forward on 

establishing work we are interested in doing this $1M could be the next phase of our capital 

improvement program similar to what we are doing on N. Lawndale and W. Holland. 
 

Update on Rebuild IL 

Bond Funds 

City Administrator Forsythe provided a summary of a drafted City of Washington COVID-19 

Response Plan which is attached and made part of these minutes. Following the summary 

several comments were made on the excellent work that was done in preparing the response 

plan and its value as a template moving forward. The following comments were also noted: 

Alderman Stevens – will email input regarding the plan to City Administrator Forsythe; would 

like to see more discussion at Committee of the Whole meeting; and public works projects that 

have been approved should continue so they don’t fall through the cracks. Alderman Dingledine 

– as a result of this draft plan would like to see the resolution on the City Administrator’s 

FY20-21 Budget Commitments tabled as it has not been discussed between the whole Council. 

Alderman Adams – brought up the resolution at last meeting as a concern of the unknown 

affects of the COVID-19 pandemic; the intent and purpose was waiting 90-days to take us into 

July in order to have our April sales figures to give us an idea on the first full month impact, 

talked in Public Works meeting about short term summer employees and am in agreement with 

bringing them back to provide our mowing services; 90-day hiring freeze gives us a better idea 

moving forward; bringing things above procurement policy before Council to have honest 

conversation based on where we are, and a freeze on wages; employees are doing a great job 

but if we are needing to make cuts how do we justify cutting a service but increasing wages; 

want to keep all employees and add additional when we get to a point of having an opportunity 

to add, but is a wage increase the right thing to do now; would not ask an employee to do what I 

am not so am willing to stop my quarterly paycheck as well; and look forward to a conversation 

at Committee of the Whole next week. Mayor Manier commented the review of items above the 

procurement policy is already in place and wanting a hiring freeze and now in favor of bringing 

back some of the summer help is confusing. Alderman Adams shared as he was thinking about 

a hiring freeze his thoughts were not considering part time summer help but no one asked any 

questions and he has not heard from anyone on the subject other than speaking to the Mayor the 

next day. He shared he does not want to see the services we provide to citizens left behind if at 

all possible and if that means help is needed to keep up let’s talk about it. 
 

Draft COVID-19 

Response Plan 

P & D Director Oliphant requested Council approval of the final plat for Mallard Crossing, 

Section Four subdivision. He shared the following: the owner is proposing subdivision of the 

remaining 9.24-acres to create a single 0.21-acre single-family residential lot; the lot would be 

located on the south side of Wigeon Place; Wigeon is extended far enough to provide frontage 

adjacent to the entire lot width; water, sewer, & sump is available to the lot; and development 

and review fees have been paid. Alderman Black moved and Alderman Brownfield seconded to 

approve the final plat as presented. On roll call the vote was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0 

Motion declared carried. 
 

Final Plat, Mallard 

Crossing, Section Four 

City Administrator Forsythe read a resolution, by title only and brief synopsis, establishing 

restrictions on spending for a 90-day period due to the unknown impact to the City of 

Washington, Illinois from the COVID-19 Pandemic. Adoption of this resolution would put into 

place certain restrictions on spending for a 90-day period beginning May 4, 2020 and ending 

August 1, 2020. Alderman Adams moved and Alderman Black seconded to table the resolution 

as read. On roll call the vote was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0   

Motion declared carried. 
 

Adopt resl, establishing 

restrictions on spending 

for a 90-day period 

 

Resolution Tabled 

City Administrator Forsythe read a resolution, by title only and brief synopsis, authorizing the 

execution of an Agreement between the City of Washington, the Illinois Commerce 

Commission, and the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railway Corporation. Adoption of this 

resolution would enter into an agreement to improve public safety by replacing the crossing 

surface at the W. Jefferson Street railroad crossing. Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman 

Adams seconded to adopt the resolution as read. Alderman Dingledine asked how this came 

about and City Administrator Forsythe shared it is a project initiated through railroad through a 

grant they applied for and received through the Department of Transportation Rail Division. On 

roll call the vote was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0   

Motion declared carried. 
 

Adopt resl, authrz 

agreement, replacing 

crossing surface at W. 

Jefferson St. railroad 

crossing 

City Administrator Forsythe provided second reading of the following ordinance, by title and 

brief synopsis: an ordinance authorizing a First Amendment to the agreement for private 

development with Heider Properties, LLC, for the Redevelopment of a portion of the 

Downtown Tax Increment Redevelopment Project Area. Adoption of this ordinance would 

approve an amendment to a TIF redevelopment agreement with Heider Properties, LLC, for the 

redevelopment of 101-103 Washington Square. Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman  

Adopt ord, first 

amendment, Heider 

Properties, LLC private 

development agreement 



Adopt ord, first 

amendment, Heider 

Properties, LLC private 

development agreement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amended Motion 

Black seconded to adopt the ordinance as read. Alderman Brownfield recommended the date of 

the first payment be moved from 30 days after the expiration of the Governor’s Executive Order 

to 30 days after the restaurants are fully open as there may be percentage stages that progress to 

fully open making it another hardship on this business. Alderman Brownfield moved and 

Alderman Cobb seconded to amend the first payment to 30 days after the Governor’s Executive 

Order has opened all businesses 100%. Alderman Dingledine shared that 30 days may not be 

adequate due to not knowing how catastrophic this will be for businesses. City Administrator 

Forsythe shared his recommendation of 120 days and to make sure all future payments are 

backed up based on the first payment. Alderman Black commented that maybe we revisit this at 

a later date instead of amending the contract due to all the uncertainty and suggested maybe a 

June or July meeting. Mayor Manier and City Administrator Forsythe shared their concerns with 

not moving this forward due to the importance of needing a date tied to the agreement as well as 

the enforcement procedures contained within the existing agreement that could become a 

conflict. Alderman Brownfield moved to amend the amended motion from 30 days to 120 days 

and to back up all future payments from the first payment date seconded by Alderman Cobb. 

Brief comments were shared in support of amending the first payment date. On roll call the vote 

was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0 

Motion declared carried. 
 

Adopt ord, amending & 

correcting error in 

pricing table of 

Ordinance 3368, 

residential solid waste 

contract 

City Administrator Forsythe provided second reading of the following ordinance, by title and 

brief synopsis: an ordinance amending and correcting an error in the pricing table of Ordinance 

3368 entitled “Authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Washington, Tazewell 

County, Illinois, to execute a Residential Solid Waste Contract with PDC Services, Inc. an 

Illinois Corporation for the period April 1, 2020 through March 31, 2027. Adoption of this 

ordinance would correct a calculation error in the pricing table, amend the pricing table to 

include a fee for landscape waste drop-off, and include access to the Contractor’s landscape 

waste facility. Alderman Dingledine moved and Alderman Black seconded to adopt the 

ordinance as read. On roll call the vote was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0 

Motion declared carried. 
 

Aldermen’s Comments City Administrator Forsythe introduced City Engineer Dennis Carr who will be starting full-time 

in the office next week. City Engineer Carr shared he is looking forward to being in the office 

and working with everyone. 
 

Adjournment At 7:59 p.m. Alderman Dingledine moved and Alderman Brownfield seconded to adjourn. 

Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 

  

 ______________________________________________ 

                                                                                     Patricia S. Brown, City Clerk 
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