
CITY OF WASHINGTON, ILLINOIS 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING - MONDAY, MAY 18, 2020 

REMOTE WEB MEETING 

6:30 P.M. 

 
Mayor Manier called the Remote Web regular meeting of Monday, May 18, 2020 to order at 

6:30 p.m. Physically present were Mayor Gary Manier, City Administrator Ray Forsythe, 

Police Chief Mike McCoy, and City Clerk Pat Brown. 
 

Call to Order 

Remotely present and answering roll call were Aldermen, Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, 

Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, and Yoder. 
 

Roll Call 

Also, remotely present were Finance Director Joanie Baxter, P & D Director Jon Oliphant, City 

Engineer Dennis Carr, Public Works Director Kevin Schone, Deputy Chief of Police Jeff 

Stevens, City Attorney Derek Schryer, and City Treasurer Ellen Dingledine. 
 

 

All present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Agenda was reviewed and stood as presented.  
 

Agenda Review 

Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Adams seconded to approve the Consent Agenda 

as presented. Items included on the Consent Agenda were minutes of the May 4, 2020 regular 

City Council meeting; bills & payroll; write-off uncollectible accounts; payment authorization: 

TIF pay request #2, Aberdeen Enterprises, 114-118 Peoria Street; payment authorization: pay 

request #2, safe routes to school engineering, Terra Engineering, Ltd.; janitorial services 

contract extension: Police Department; and accept & place on file: Police Pension Fund report 

per 40 ILCS 5/3-141. On roll call on the motion to approve the vote was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0   

Motion declared carried. 
 

Approve Consent 

Agenda 

Mayor Manier read a proclamation proclaiming May 20, 2020 at Graduate Recognition Day in 

the City of Washington. Alderman Dingledine moved and Alderman Cobb seconded to accept 

the proclamation as read. On roll call the vote was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0   

Motion declared carried. 
 

Proclamation: Graduate 

Recognition Day 

None. 
 

Announcements 

City Clerk Brown read several comments that were submitted via email. Comments are 

attached and made part of these minutes. 
 

Audience Comments 

Alderman Daniel Cobb, Finance & Personnel Committee, reported one item on the agenda for 

consideration (Consent Agenda-Item C, write-off of uncollectible accounts).  
 

Finance & Personnel 

Committee 

Alderman Brian Butler, Public Safety Committee, reported one item on the agenda for 

consideration (Consent Agenda-Item F, janitorial services contract extension, Police 

Department. 
 

Public Safety 

Committee 

Alderman Mike Brownfield, Public Works Committee, reported Item F under Ordinances, 

authorizing mutual aid agreement with Washington Park District and Washington Township 

Road District. 
 

Public Works 

Committee 

Alderman Mike Brownfield, Public Works Committee, asked City Engineer Carr to provide 

background on the supplemental resolution, noting it was discussed at Committee with the 

consensus to move it forward to Council for consideration. Following background, City 

Engineer Carr requested approval of the supplemental MFT resolution in the amount of 

$225,000.000. Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Black seconded to authorize the 

request as presented. On roll call the vote was:  

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0 

Motion declared carried. 
 

Public Works 

Committee – 

Supplemental MFT 

Resolution 

Alderman Mike Brownfield, Public Works Committee, asked City Engineer Carr to provide 

background on the N. Lawndale Avenue Reconstruction Project Change Order #1. Following 

background, City Engineer Carr requested approval of the change order in the amount of 

$14,997.92 in order to provide for additional trench backfilling on the water main that will now 

be moving back into the street due to the lengthy time impact on the project of having the gas 

main relocated. He noted the original Change Order amount of $18,368 was reduced due to an 

increase in quantity. Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Adams seconded to authorize 

the request as presented. On roll call the vote was:  

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0 

Motion declared carried. 
 

Public Works Director Schone provided an update on the Cambridge Estates drainage project, 

reported an increased number of erosion calls due to the recent storms and aging infrastructure, 

and the deteriorating surface of Hillcrest Court is more severe than originally thought and will 

know more in the next few days if a contractor will be needed for this work. 
 

City Engineer Carr shared he is receiving erosion calls as well and the MFT work is planned to 

begin tomorrow or the next day. 

Public Works 

Committee – Change 

Order #1, N. Lawndale 

Ave Reconstruction 

Project, water main 

trench backfill 



Mayor’s Comments Mayor Manier shared the HOI Plan submitted to the Governor a week ago last Friday was made 

reference to in the Governors talk today and he shared he is not interested in anyone else’s plan, 

although several are well written, and is sticking to his plan. He shared his concern as we move 

forward that we will see more and more businesses opening on own but for right now we are 

following the Governors orders to the best of our ability and we will see what  happens on June 

1st. He shared unfortunately the numbers in Central IL and throughout the eleven county’s that 

were proposed in the HOI Plan should already be in phase 3 and hopefully with the legislators 

going back in session on Wednesday we hope to see it turn around for us. 
 

Adopt resl, preliminary 

plat Blue Spruce Subd 

City Administrator Forsythe read a resolution, by title only and brief synopsis, approving the 

Preliminary Plat for Blue Spruce Subdivision. Adoption of this resolution would approve the 

preliminary plat for Blue Spruce Subdivision located along IL Route 8 north of the Wagner and 

Ernest Street intersections. Alderman Black moved and Alderman Adams seconded to adopt the 

resolution as read. On roll call the vote was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0   

Motion declared carried. 

 

COVID-19 Response 

Plan, Update #1 

City Administrator Forsythe brought forward for consideration and acceptance the COVID-19 

Response Plan, Update #1. He shared this updated plan provides options for spending reductions 

and utilization of excess funds should the revenue decline from the approved budget. He 

presented the updated plan that included the May 11, 2020 Committee of the Whole comments 

and which is also attached and made part of these minutes. Following a brief discussion 

Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Butler seconded to accept the plan as presented. On 

roll call the vote was:  

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0 

Motion declared carried. 
  

Capital Improvement 

Plan (CIP) approval 

City Administrator Forsythe requested approval of the Capital Improvement Plan for Years 

2020-2025 and affirmation of the creation of a new Building Maintenance Fund to be seeded 

with excess MERF funds. He shared the draft plan was presented to both the Public Works 

Committee and the Committee of the Whole.  Alderman Adams moved and Alderman Black 

seconded to approve the request as presented. On roll call the vote was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0   

Motion declared carried. 
 

Non-union Pay Plan City Administrator Forsythe requested approval of the 2020/2021 Non-Union Pay Plans 

including a 2.5% general wage increase, which is the same provided by the PBPA union contract 

for Police and Laborers union contract for Public Works. Alderman Dingledine moved and 

Alderman Black seconded to approve the request as presented. On roll call the vote was: 

Ayes:  5   Black, Brownfield, Butler, Dingledine, Stevens 

Nays:  3   Adams, Cobb, Yoder 

Motion declared carried. 
 

Final Plat, Blue Spruce 

Subdivision 

City Administrator Forsythe requested Council approval of the final plat for Blue Spruce 

Subdivision. He shared the following: the owner is proposing a subdivision of the 4.72-acre lot 

on IL Route 8 into two lots; the newly created lot would total 1.54 acres and be located at the 

SW corner of the property; property is zoned C-2 (General Retail); plat meets all city 

subdivision code requirements; and development and review fees have been paid. Alderman 

Black moved and Alderman Adams seconded to approve the final plat as presented. On roll call 

the vote was: 

Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 

Nays:  0 

Motion declared carried. 
 

1st reading ords, 

granting special use to 

allow poultry, 310 

Ernest St.; granting 

special use to allow 

poultry, 607 Westgate 

Rd.; amending Chapter 

51, garbage & refuse; 

amending Chapter 136, 

licensed video gaming; 

amending Chapter 53, 

storm water runoff 

control 

City Administrator Forsythe provided first reading of the following ordinances, by title and brief 

synopsis: an ordinance granting a Special Use to allow for poultry to be housed at 310 Ernest 

Street. Adoption of this ordinance would allow for poultry to be housed at 310 Ernest Street; an 

ordinance granting a Special Use to allow for poultry to be housed at 607 Westgate Road. 

Adoption of this ordinance would allow for poultry to be housed at 607 Westgate Road; an 

ordinance amending Chapter 51 of the Municipal Code pertaining to garbage and refuse. 

Adoption of this ordinance would create comprehensive rules including the exclusive method 

for the disposition of garbage, refuse, and ashes and other pertinent administrative provisions 

related to the disposition of such materials; an ordinance amending Chapter 136 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Washington, Tazewell County, Illinois, entitled “Gambling Offenses,” 

regarding licensed video gaming establishments. Adoption of this ordinance would permit 

licensed truck stop establishments as defined under the State of Illinois Video Gaming Act to 

obtain a video gaming license in the City. It would also increase the number of establishments 

and terminals allowed in the City at one time; an ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of 

the City of Washington, Illinois by amending Chapter 53.004 entitled “Design Criteria”. 

Adoption of this ordinance would insert language into the City of Washington’s Storm Water 

Runoff Control regulations to update the reference to the most recent Illinois State Water Survey 

as part of the need to address current peak flow rates and discharge rates to utilize in the design 

of storm water drainage systems. These ordinances will be listed on the next meeting agenda for 

action. 
 

Waive 2nd reading ord, 

authrz IGA with Park 

District and Township 

City Administrator Forsythe provided first reading of the following ordinance, by title and brief 

synopsis: an ordinance approving and authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to enter into an 

Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Washington, the Washington Park District, 

and the Washington Township Road District concerning mutual aid and assistance. Adoption of  



this ordinance would allow the City to enter into an agreement with the Washington Park 

District and Washington Township Road District to establish a procedure whereby a party in 

need of mutual aid and assistance may request such aid and assistance in the form of personnel, 

equipment, materials and/or other associated services as necessary from another party. He 

shared he is requesting to waive second reading of this ordinance. He indicated that the 

agreement has been approved by the Township and the Park District and requested waiving the 

2nd reading in order to get the agreement into effect. Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman 

Black seconded to waive second reading and proceed with adoption of the ordinance as read. On 

roll call the vote was: 

Ayes:  5   Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine 

Nays:  3   Black, Stevens, Yoder 

Motion did not carry.  (Must be unanimous) 

This ordinance will be listed on the next meeting agenda for action. 
 

Waive 2nd reading ord, 

authrz IGA with Park 

District and Township, 

Cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion did not carry 

Alderman Stevens commented the glass recycling that was talked about at Committee of the 

Whole meeting but was not on tonight’s agenda so will it be on the next agenda since it seemed 

there was interest in moving it forward. She shared the way she understood it was there was no 

interest in the yard waste options but there was interest in moving forward with glass recycling 

on a trial basis. Mayor Manier indicated the majority did not want to try the trial. Alderman 

Stevens indicated that wasn’t how she recalled it. Mayor Manier commented that at the 

Committee of the Whole you can’t vote but you have to get an idea by doing a straw poll to take 

it back to Council or not and that is why we did a straw poll. He shared the poll was Brownfield 

no, Adams did not care either way, Cobb yes, Black no, Stevens yes, Dingledine no, Butler yes, 

and Yoder no. Alderman Stevens commented that it seems pretty split to her and can it move to 

Council to see where it goes there and Mayor Manier commented he has the vote at a tie and 

doesn’t believe we need to take it to a trial basis. Alderman Stevens shared her disappointment. 

Alderman Stevens commented the minutes of the April 20th City Council meeting stated 

following discussion on if this was the proper way to add an item to the agenda, in reference to 

Brett’s resolution, it was noted that the City Attorney will be contacted for guidance on the 

proper protocol but at the March 11th Committee of the Whole agenda the explanation was staff 

was directed to clarify and recommend a process for the City Council members to put items on 

the City Council agenda and through that was the Chapter 31 entitled City Council. She 

commented that in inquiring more about this the 1983 rules of procedure came into knowledge 

and would like to request that the 1983 rules of procedure be included in the minutes of this 

meeting for reference because it answers a lot of questions on how things have been done in 

reference to how meetings are handled and would also like to hear at some future meeting the 

attorney’s guidance. City Administrator Forsythe shared that based on direction from Council 

this item is already being brought back to the June Committee of the Whole meeting for 

discussion.  
 

Aldermen’s Comments 

At 7:20 p.m. Alderman Black moved and Alderman Cobb seconded to adjourn. Motion carried 

unanimously by voice vote. 
 

Adjournment 

  

______________________________________________  

                                                                                        Patricia S. Brown, City Clerk  
  

 

  







 
  





























 


