CITY OF WASHINGTON, ILLINOIS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING - MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2020

Call to Order

Roll Call

Pledge of Allegiance
Moment of Silence

Agenda Review

Approve Consent
Agenda

Announcements
Audience Comments

Finance & Personnel
Committee

Public Safety
Committee

Public Works
Committee

Public Works, Authrz
payment #3 & #4
(Final): WWTP #2
equipment & storage
building, FBi Buildings

Public Works, Authrz
contract: WTP #1 filter
& softener rehab,
Evoqua

Public Works, Authrz
contract: WWTP sludge
hauling, PDC Services,
Inc.

Public Works, Authrz
bid award, Cambridge
Estates drainage project

REMOTE WEB MEETING
6:30 P.M.

Mayor Manier called the Remote Web regular meeting of Monday, June 15, 2020 to order at
6:40 p.m. Physically present were Mayor Gary Manier, City Administrator Ray Forsythe, Police
Chief Mike McCoy, and City Clerk Pat Brown.

Remotely present and answering roll call were Aldermen, Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler,
Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, and Yoder.

Also, remotely present were Finance Director Joanie Baxter, City Engineer Dennis Carr, Public
Works Director Kevin Schone, City Attorney Derek Schryer, and City Treasurer Ellen
Dingledine.

All present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Manier asked for a moment of silence for
Keith Zimmerman, friend to the Washington Police Department, who passed away this past
weekend.

The Agenda was reviewed and stood as presented.

Alderman Black moved and Alderman Butler seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as
presented. Items included on the Consent Agenda were minutes of the June 1, 2020 regular City
Council meeting; bills & payroll; annual funding request: Greater Peoria Economic
Development Council; group health insurance renewal; group dental insurance renewal;
property & liability insurance renewals; and payment authorization: ESRI annual maintenance.
Alderman Black asked if Finance Director Baxter could provide the account numbers for the
health and dental insurance renewals and she indicated she would provide them. On roll call on
the motion to approve the vote was:

Ayes: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.

None.
City Clerk Brown reported no comments were received.

Alderman Daniel Cobb, Finance & Personnel Committee, reported one item on the agenda for
consideration (City Administrator Item B, approval of job descriptions).

Alderman Brian Butler, Public Safety Committee, reported no items for consideration on the
agenda. Police Chief McCoy had nothing to report.

Alderman Brownfield, Public Works Committee, reported four items for consideration on the
agenda and will also talk about the Resolution on the agenda supporting the Rebuild IL
Competitive Public Infrastructure Program Grant Request.

Public Works Director Schone requested Council authorization to make payment request #3 and
#4 (Final) to FBi Buildings, Inc. in the amount of $32,781.32. He noted work items completed
under this request include siding on the west end of the building and garage doors. Alderman
Dingledine moved and Alderman Cobb seconded to authorize the request as presented. On roll
call the vote was:

Ayes: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.

Public Works Director Schone requested Council authorization to contract with Evoqua in the
amount of $258,064.26 to complete the filter & softener rehab at WTP #1. Alderman Cobb
moved and Alderman Stevens seconded to authorize the request as presented. On roll call the
vote was:

Aves: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.

Public Works Director Schone requested Council authorization to contract with PDC Services,
Inc. in an amount not-to-exceed $30,000.00 for FY2020/2021 WWTP sludge disposal.
Alderman Dingledine moved and Alderman Stevens seconded to authorize the request as
presented. On roll call the vote was:

Ayes: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.

Public Works Manager Schone requested Council authorization to award the Cambridge Estates
drainage project to Miller and Son Construction Co., Inc. in an amount of $24,024.50. Alderman
Stevens moved and Alderman Adams seconded to authorize the request as presented. On roll
call the vote was:

Ayes: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.




Public Works Director Schone provided an update on the three temporary seasonal workers that
started today and will provide assistance to the Waste Water Treatment Plant, Water/Sewer
Distribution & Collection, and Street Department as well as an update on the street spray patch
that was completed last Thursday.

City Engineer Carr provided an update on the N. Lawndale Avenue reconstruction project.

Mayor Manier requested Council approval of the following appointment: Lindsay Hart
Rodriguez, Planning & Zoning Commission. Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman
Butler seconded to concur with the appointment as presented. Alderman Stevens asked which
member of the Commission left and Mayor Manier indicated Joe Roberts. On roll call the vote
was:

Ayes: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0
Motion declared carried.

City Administrator Forsythe brought forward for consideration and acceptance the COVID-19
Response Plan, Update #2. He shared the updates are indicated in red and primarily reflect
changes to staffing and hours of operation. He presented the updated plan which is also attached
and made part of these minutes. Alderman Black asked if it will be brought back to Committee
of the Whole with update #3 and City Administrator Forsythe replied that it would and then
move forward to the next City Council meeting for acceptance. Alderman Stevens asked if she
understood when it was indicated that there were interviews for the Foreman position and that it
could be hired before the 90-days and City Administrator Forsythe replied yes, it was approved
by the Council. Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Black seconded to accept the plan
as presented. On roll call the vote was:

Ayes: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.

City Administrator Forsythe brought forward for Council approval the following job
descriptions: Executive Administrative Assistant and Human Resource Specialist. Alderman
Cobb moved and Alderman Stevens seconded to approve the job descriptions as presented. On
roll call the vote was:

Ayes: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.

City Administrator Forsythe brought forward for Council consideration and direction issuing a
residential poultry moratorium. He indicated staff is looking for clear direction on the four
items listed in the background communication that include: 1) temporary moratorium on new
applications for special use permits for poultry; 2) enforcement of the ordinance prohibiting
poultry in residential areas without a special use permit — staff will notify all known violations
and require compliance within 14-days; 3) processing of the three (3) applications that are
already in process; and 4) consideration of revisions to the existing ordinance or a repeal
depending on Council direction.

He indicated that he is bringing forward each item individually for consideration starting with
item 1) temporary moratorium on new applications for special use permits for poultry, noting a
recommendation at least through September. Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman
Adams seconded to place the temporary moratorium on new applications for special use permits
for poultry through September. Alderman Stevens asked if this moratorium would be just for
new applications through September and City Administrator Forsythe replied yes. Alderman
Butler asked for clarification relating the background communication and that the intent of the
moratorium is to only allow the three current applications to move through the process and City
Administrator Forsythe replied yes. On roll call the vote was:

Ayes: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.

2) enforcement of the ordinance prohibiting poultry in residential areas without a special use
permit — staff will notify all known violations and require compliance within 14-days. He
shared the intention would be to notify all known violations and require compliance within 14
days, meaning the chickens would have to be removed from the property. Alderman Stevens
moved and Alderman Butler seconded to enforce the ordinance prohibiting poultry in
residential areas without a special use permit. Alderman Stevens asked if this means we are
only talking about anyone who has chickens without a special use permit excluding the three in
process. City Administrator Forsythe replied yes. On roll call the vote was:

Aves: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.

3) processing of the three (3) applications that are already in process. Alderman Adams moved
and Alderman Cobb seconded to process the three applications that are already in process.
Alderman Butler asked for clarification on what this means. City Administrator Forsythe
clarified that one special use request has already moved through the Planning & Zoning
Commission (PZC) process and is scheduled for a first reading in July and the other two are set
to begin their process at the July PZC meeting. On roll call the vote was:

Ayes: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.
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City Administrator Forsythe indicated he is looking for a motion to consider a revision to the
existing ordinance or a motion to repeal the existing ordinance. Alderman Stevens moved and
Alderman Brownfield seconded to revise the existing ordinance. It was noted that item 4) is two
part and if this motion fails a second motion would be made to repeal the existing ordinance.
Alderman Butler shared that the motion on the floor is removing the repeal from consideration
and thought the intention was to have discussion on either repeal or revision. He wanted to
make sure everyone understands that if this motion passes repeal would not be an option. City
Attorney Schryer shared the intent on the fourth bullet point was to get direction at this meeting
for staff to put together information for the July Committee of the Whole meeting on whether it
would be a revision or a repeal of the existing ordinance. He indicated we are trying to
streamline the process and not have another extended discussion at the July COW on this issue.
Alderman Butler expressed his concern with it not being presented very well in the background
communication. Alderman Cobb agreed with Alderman Butler regarding the intent to give staff
direction and have discussion on either going forward with repealing or a revision of the
ordinance. City Administrator Forsythe indicated under this motion to consider a revision,
discussion can take place on the specifics of what Council might consider as part of the revision
or staff can research other communities again and come back with options. He noted staff
would be looking for direction from Council on what options to research whether it be lot size,
surrounding neighbors, etc. Mayor Manier reminded everyone that if you are looking only to
repeal the existing ordinance the revision would be a no vote. Alderman Butler expressed his
concern with the background communication and the confusion it has created. City Attorney
Schryer commented since we are dealing with a Zoning Code special use we can’t take action
immediately to repeal the special use allowing for poultry but we have to go through the
process for amending the provision and are looking at September as the earliest to have a first
reading of a repeal ordinance. The intent is if there is a majority of Council that favors repeal
then it is not a good use of staff resources to continue to research what other communities have
in their requirements for a revision. Mayor Manier commented that item 4) should have had two
questions. Alderman Butler expressed his concern with the background communication where it
states that the majority of Council is in favor of repealing the ordinance and we are now
moments away from possibly making a revision. Alderman Stevens shared her understanding of
the Committee of the Whole meeting is to have discussion to hear viewpoints and doesn’t
believe a straw poll should be the determining factor for staff in assuming an Alderman’s final
vote. She shared her appreciation for the opportunity to make a choice here. Alderman Butler
once again expressed his concern with the background communication and the confusion it has
created. Alderman Stevens expressed interest in considering options within the existing
ordinance before talking about eliminating it. Mayor Manier commented that Council needs to
be straight forward in considering a poultry special use and if we have a friend that doesn’t
want them, we vote against. He indicated we are at a point where we either want them or we
don’t. Alderman Stevens shared that if even one neighbor does not want someone to have
chickens then they should not be permitted to have them. Alderman Adams shared when this
was first talked about, he was of the same mindset and is why he wanted it to have a special use
process so they could be reviewed individually. He expressed his concern with having
situations where there are legitimate neighbor issues based on the location of where the coop is
placed, etc. but also have situations where neighbors have a dislike for each other and that
should not dictate a decision but be based on the merits of the request. Alderman Brownfield
expressed his concern with subdivision covenants and shared the developer of Devonshire
recently contacted him and the covenants do not allow for any farm animals within the
subdivision. Alderman Stevens shared her understanding is that if the subdivision does not have
an active homeowner’s association the covenants of the subdivision revert to the neighbors
complaining to the City and the City then looking into it. Alderman Adams expressed his
concern with the difficulty in discerning the legitimacy of a neighbor’s complaint. City
Attorney Schryer clarified the motion on the table is a motion to direct City staff to come to the
July Committee of the Whole meeting with recommended changes. If this motion fails there
will likely be a second motion in favor of repeal which Council would be directing City staff to
prepare an appeal ordinance for consideration. On roll call to revise the existing ordinance:
Ayes: 2 Black, Stevens

Nays: 6 Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Yoder

Motion did not carry.

Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Black seconded to repeal the existing ordinance.
On roll call to repeal the existing ordinance:

Ayes: 6 Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Yoder

Nays: 2 Black, Stevens

Motion did not carry.

City Administrator Forsythe read a resolution, by title only and brief synopsis, supporting a
Rebuild Illinois Competitive Public Infrastructure Program Grant Request. Adoption of this
resolution would support a Rebuild Illinois Competitive Public Infrastructure Program grant
application for the completion of Phase II engineering, construction engineering, and
construction of about 1,000 feet of Freedom Parkway at its intersection with N. Cummings
Lane and commit to paying 50% of the estimated project cost. Alderman Dingledine moved and
Alderman Adams seconded to adopt the resolution as read. On roll call the vote was:

Aves: 8 Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder

Nays: 0

Motion declared carried.

Alderman Black expressed his disappointment in repealing an ordinance that was just passed
last October and that once an ordinance is passed, we should abide by it. Alderman Stevens
commented now that the direction is to repeal the residential poultry ordinance her
understanding is that there should not be any chickens in the City and expressed her opinion
that there should not be any grandfathering in of chickens. City Administrator Forsythe shared
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there would be one applicant that has already received a special use permit that would be
grandfathered in and there are also three applications in the process for consideration as well.
Alderman Stevens expressed her disagreement in allowing for the one granted special use to be
grandfathered in and that it should be all or nothing. City Attorney Schryer made a point of
clarification that the motion carried to repeal the existing ordinance which directs staff to
prepare the repeal ordinance and there is a process to amend the Zoning Code and cannot be
done in a single City Council meeting so as we go through the process the ordinance is still part
of the current code. Alderman Stevens commented that while we are going through this process
residents will be grandfathered in but when we have come to a conclusion then that may not be
the case. City Attorney Schryer clarified that if a resident has received a special use allowing for
poultry they will continue to maintain the special use as long as they reside on that property. He
added the special use is not transferrable and there is nothing Council can do to remove the
special use from the property. Alderman Stevens commented that she hopes that code
enforcement will be done on any existing chickens that residents have that have not been
brought forth as an application for consideration and City Administrator commented that it will
be done. Alderman Adams commented this was the intent of item 2 of the moratorium
consideration. City Administrator Forsythe also pointed out there may be other instances where
residents have chickens but we have not received complaints as well, but we will give all those
that we know of the 14-days to remove the chickens.

At 7:44 p.m. Alderman Black moved and Alderman Stevens seconded to adjourn. Motion
carried unanimously by voice vote.

Patricia S. Brown, City Clerk













































