
CITY OF WASHINGTON, ILLINOIS 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING - MONDAY, JULY 6, 2020 
BANQUET ROOM D – FIVE POINTS WASHINGTON 

6:30 P.M. 
 

Call to Order Mayor Manier called the regular meeting of Monday, July 6, 2020 to order at 6:30 p.m. in 
Banquet Room D at Five Points Washington. 
 

Roll Call Present and answering roll call were Aldermen, Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, 
Dingledine, Stevens, and Yoder. 
 

 Also present were City Administrator Forsythe, Finance Director Joanie Baxter, P & D Director 
Oliphant, City Engineer Dennis Carr, Public Works Director Kevin Schone, Police Chief Mike 
McCoy, Deputy Chief of Police Jeff Stevens, City Attorney Derek Schryer, City Treasurer Ellen 
Dingledine, and City Clerk Pat Brown. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance All present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  The pledge was led by Patrick Hatton, Boy 
Scout Troop 206. 
 

Agenda Review The Agenda was reviewed and stood as presented. 
 

Approve Consent 
Agenda 

Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Black seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Items included on the Consent Agenda were minutes of the June 15, 2020 regular 
City Council meeting and June 15, 2020 Public Hearing meeting; payment authorization: MFT 
19-00127-00-PV pay request #1, United Contractors Midwest, Inc.; payment authorization: pay 
request #2, N. Lawndale Avenue reconstruction project, Stark Excavating, Inc.; and payment 
authorization: pay request #1, Stratford Drive bridge project, N.E. Finch Co. On roll call on the 
motion to approve the vote was: 
Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 
Nays:  0   
Motion declared carried. 
 

Audience Comments Jewel Ward, 711 W. Jefferson Street, expressed the following: her thanks to Council members 
for passing the ordinance in October of 2019 allowing for poultry to be raised as a special use on 
residential property; for allowing the special uses that are currently in process to move forward 
through the moratorium; by applying for and paying fees entered into a contract with the City; 
request was reviewed and recommended for approval from the Planning & Zoning Commission; 
there seems to be an appearance that although all the conditions of the special use are being met, 
there is a lack of consistency on which properties are and are not being allowed to have 
chickens; and asked Council to fulfill the obligation relating to the adopted ordinance and 
approve their special use as requested.  
 
Annette Minasian, 1001 Wellington Drive, expressed the following: her thanks to Council and 
Planning & Zoning Commission members for their time and research last October in passing the 
ordinance that allows for residents to apply for a special use permit to raise poultry on a 
residential property; she started the project to raise hens as a way to connect with her students; 
spent time researching  which hens would be the best and gentlest to raise; by applying for and 
paying fees entered into a contract with the City; request was reviewed and recommended for 
approval from the Planning & Zoning Commission; have met all the conditions of the special 
use requirements; fully expect that Council would agree with the findings of the Planning & 
Zoning Commission; concern that if requests are denied on a basis that is not within the 
ordinance, it becomes a subjective vote that is not based on the requirements of the ordinance; 
concerns with decisions being based on a neighbor complaint when there are also many 
neighbors showing their support; and the importance of the majority of the Council working 
together within the current parameters of the ordinance.   
 
City Clerk Brown read aloud 8 comments regarding raising residential poultry at 1001 
Wellington Drive. They are attached and made part of these minutes. 
 

Swearing In: Police 
Officer Nate Thompson 

Police Chief McCoy swore in Police Officer Nate Thompson. He noted that Officer Thompson 
was hired as a certified lateral transfer from another police department and his experience will 
provide a great benefit for the City and Police Department.   
  

Announcements Mayor Manier announced that The Walldogs will be in the community this coming Thursday 
through Sunday to paint the mural on the side of Brunk’s Sporting Goods as part of the City’s 
Bicentennial celebration and invited everyone to stop by if they get the chance to view the 
process.  
 

Finance & Personnel 
Committee 

Alderman Daniel Cobb, Finance & Personnel Committee, reported two items on the agenda for 
consideration (Ordinance D & E).  
 

Public Safety 
Committee 

Alderman Brian Butler, Public Safety Committee, reported no items on the agenda for 
consideration. Police Chief McCoy asked that consideration be given to waive the 2nd reading of 
Ordinance D regarding the Sergeants benefits, noting that it has been through and discussed at 
three committee meetings.  
 

Public Works 
Committee, N. 
Lawndale Ave. 
Construction Staking 

Alderman Brownfield, brought forward for consideration the N. Lawndale Avenue construction 
staking for consideration. City Engineer Carr provided a brief summary and requested Council 
authorization for the construction staking to be completed by Mohr & Kerr Engineering & Land 
Surveying in an amount not-to-exceed $25,834.  
 
 



Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Adams seconded to authorize the request as 
presented. On roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 
Nays:  0 
Motion declared carried. 
 

N. Lawndale Ave. 
Construction Staking 
Cont.) 

Alderman Brownfield, brought forward for consideration the North Street culvert replacement 
engineering approval for consideration. City Engineer Carr provided a brief summary and 
requested Council authorization to enter into a Phase I/II Engineering Services Agreement with 
Hutchison Engineering, Inc. in an amount not-to-exceed $41,350. Alderman Cobb moved and 
Alderman Brownfield seconded to authorize the request as presented. On roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 
Nays:  0 
Motion declared carried. 
 

Public Works 
Committee, North St. 
Culvert Replacement 
Engineering 

Alderman Brownfield, brought forward for consideration the right-of-way acquisition 
professional services approval for consideration. City Engineer Carr provided a brief summary 
and requested Council authorization to enter into a Professional Services Agreement with 
Hanson Professional Services, Inc. in an amount of $43,000 to complete land acquisition 
services for the Safe Routes to School project (Bobolink Drive) and the Centennial Recreation 
Trail project. Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Black seconded to authorize the 
request as presented. On roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 
Nays:  0 
Motion declared carried. 
 

Public Works 
Committee, ROW 
Acquisition 
Professional Services 

Alderman Brownfield, brought forward for consideration the Centennial Recreation Trail: 
Phase 2 ITEP Engineering approval for consideration. City Engineer Carr provided a brief 
summary and requested Council authorization to enter into a Design Engineering Services 
Agreement with Maurer-Stutz, Inc. in an amount of $47,725. Alderman Adams moved and 
Alderman Black seconded to authorize the request as presented. Alderman Stevens expressed 
concern with the maintenance responsibility of the recreation trail system stating she is not in 
favor of this. On roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  7   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Yoder 
Nays:  1   Stevens 
Motion declared carried. 
  

Public Works 
Committee, Centennial 
Recreation Trail: Phase 
2 ITEP Engineering 

Public Works Director Schone provided updates on the Street Department building roof 
replacement, Water Tower #1 painting, CIPP (Cast In Place Piping) projects, and N. Lawndale 
Avenue reconstruction watering needs. He shared that the recreation trail between W. Jefferson 
Street and Monroe Street was recently cleaned of accumulated garbage by a local Girl Scout 
troop and thanked them for their volunteerism.  
 
City Engineer Carr provided updates on the Stratford Bridge project, and N. Lawndale Avenue 
and W. Holland reconstruction projects.  
 
P & D Director Oliphant shared the following: IDOT made an announcement last week on the 
Statewide Planning & Research Funds and we were fortunate to be a recipient of part of the 
funds. He shared it will cover 80% of the $200K funding for the Comprehensive and Economic 
Development Plans which are part of the Council goals; and continuing to work with developer 
on the redevelopment of property along the south side of Business 24 with a tentative 
annexation and rezoning to be considered in September.  
 

Public Works Other 
Comments 

Mayor Manier requested Council approval of the appointment of Valeri Brod to fill the 
unexpired term vacancy as City Clerk. Alderman Dingledine moved and Alderman Butler 
seconded to concur with the appointment as presented. Alderman Stevens expressed her 
disappointment in the process of filling this vacancy. Following discussion on the appointment 
process, on roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  6   Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Yoder 
Nays:  2   Black, Stevens 
Motion declared carried. 
 
Mayor Manier presented a plaque to retiring City Clerk Pat Brown in recognition of her years 
of service to the community. 
 

Appointment: City 
Clerk, Valeri Brod 

City Administrator Forsythe provided a brief background history on the recent Chapter 31 
proposed amendment that would have included the Council’s Rules of Procedure with the 
City’s Code of Ordinances. He brought forward for discussion amendments to the Rules of 
Procedure that would allow for remote attendance at meetings that he and City Attorney 
Schryer developed. Several concerns were discussed and the following modifications were 
noted to be made in the proposed amendment: not requiring a physical form to be signed and 
not requiring roll call vote to be taken to allow remote attendance. Alderman Cobb moved and 
Alderman Black seconded to bring this item forward to a Special City Council meeting prior to 
the Committee of the Whole meeting on July 13, 2020 for consideration. On roll call the vote 
was:   
Ayes:  7   Adams, Black, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 
Nays:  0   Brownfield 
Motion declared carried. 
 

City Administrator – 
Resolution Discussion 
Remote Attendance 

City Administrator Forsythe read a resolution, by title only and brief synopsis, approving a 
Joint Funding Agreement with IL Department of Transportation. Adoption of this resolution 
would appropriate local funds to cover the amount exceeding the Federal/State match for  

Adopt resl, approving 
Joint Funding 
Agreement 



Adopt resl, approving 
Joint Funding 
Agreement, Cont.) 

construction regarding Safe Routes to School. City Engineer Carr shared that this appropriates 
local funds for the N. Main Street Safe Routes to School project. Alderman Brownfield moved 
and Alderman Stevens seconded to adopt the resolution as read. Alderman Stevens indicated 
that this stretch of the trail abuts Sunnydale Estates and the Homeowner’s Association will take 
care of this section of the trail. On roll call the vote was: 
Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 
Nays:  0   
Motion declared carried. 
 

1st reading ords, Special 
Use to allow poultry, 
209 North St.; Special 
Use to allow poultry, 
711 W. Jefferson St.; 
Special Use to allow 
poultry, 1001 
Wellington Dr.; 
amending Personnel 
Manual regarding 
Sergeants pay plan; and 
authrz TIF 
redevelopment 
agreement, 101 Zinser 
Pl. 
 

City Administrator Forsythe provided first reading of the following ordinances, by title and brief 
synopsis: an ordinance granting a Special Use to allow for poultry to be housed at 209 North 
Street. Adoption of this ordinance would allow for poultry to be housed at 209 North Street.; an 
ordinance granting a Special Use to allow for poultry to be housed at 711 W. Jefferson Street. 
Adoption of this ordinance would allow for poultry to be housed at 711 W. Jefferson Street; an 
ordinance granting a Special Use to allow for poultry to be housed at 1001 Wellington Drive. 
Adoption of this ordinance would allow for poultry to be housed at 1001 Wellington Drive; an 
ordinance amending the Personnel Manual of the City of Washington, Tazewell County, Illinois 
regarding the Pay Plan. Adoption of this ordinance would amend certain provisions of the City 
of Washington Personnel Manual pertaining to Sergeant Benefits. Alderman Brownfield moved 
and Alderman Black seconded to waive 2nd reading of this ordinance. On roll call the vote was: 
Ayes:  4   Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Dingledine 
Nays:  4   Black, Cobb, Stevens, Yoder 
Motion did not carry (must be unanimous to waive 2nd reading); 
and an ordinance authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to enter into an Agreement for private 
development with the Washington Historical Society for the redevelopment of a portion of the 
Downtown Tax Increment Redevelopment Project Area. Adoption of this ordinance would 
approve a TIF redevelopment agreement with the Washington Historical Society for the 
redevelopment of 101 Zinser Place. These items will be listed on the next meeting agenda for 
actions. 
 

Aldermen’s Comments 
 

Alderman Brownfield expressed his thanks to City Clerk Brown for her years of service. 
Alderman Black congratulated City Clerk Brown on her retirement and indicated his no vote this 
evening on the City Clerk appointment was on how the process was conducted and 
congratulated Valeri Brod on her appointment. He asked on the status of the lighting issue with 
Washington Plaza and Public Works Director Schone provided an update indicating he will also 
be reaching out to Ameren. He shared that meeting packets were made available during the 
remote web meetings and asked what the process would be going forward to continue receiving 
them. City Administrator Forsythe went over the challenges of preparing the paper packets 
noting that Clerk Brown volunteered to come in on Saturday morning to prepare them during the 
remote meetings to make it easier for those that were using their iPads to connect to the remote 
meetings. He indicated they will look at this and come back with recommendations. Mayor 
Manier shared comments relating to the City Clerk appointment noting that the appointment 
process followed the state statute law and expressed his disappointment in the comments that the 
appointment process was undermined. 
  

Executive Session At 7:48 p.m. Alderman Cobb moved and Alderman Black seconded to move into Executive 
Session for the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal 
of specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body per 5 ILCS 120/2 
(c)(1) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act. On roll call the vote was: 
Ayes:  8   Adams, Black, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens, Yoder 
Nays:  0 
Motion declared carried. 
 

Adjournment At 8:40 p.m. Alderman Black moved and Alderman Brownfield seconded to adjourn. Motion 
carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 

  

 ______________________________________________ 
                                                                                         Patricia S. Brown, City Clerk 
  

 
  



















 


