
 

     CITY OF WASHINGTON, ILLINOIS 
      City Council Agenda Communication 

 

 

 

Meeting Date:  December 7, 2020 

 

Prepared By:  Dennis Carr – City Engineer 

 

Agenda Item:  Funding Method Resolution – IDOT Installation of Dilemma Zone Detection 

 

Explanation:  IDOT had previously reached out to local municipalities to discuss a signal project they 

were putting out for bid. IDOT will be upgrading LED lights as well as installing dilemma zone 

detection on state routes in Washington, East Peoria, Peoria, Germantown Hills, Pekin, and Tazewell 

and McDonough Counties. The project is 90% federally funded with the state and city to make up the 

final 10%. This 10% is broken up according to the ownership responsibility of the signals. 

 

 The project will install dilemma zone detection at Freedom Parkway and US 24 as well update 

the lights at the intersection to LED. Detector Loops will be installed on EB US 24 (Boyd Parkway) 

and Dilemma Zone Detection will be installed at US 24 and IL 8. The lighting at US 24 and IL 8 will 

also be upgraded to LED. 

 

 The dilemma zone is the area approaching a signal where the vehicle cannot safely clear the 

intersection during the yellow light, but also might struggle to stop safely by the stop bar, depending 

on reaction times of a driver, other vehicles maneuvering, and the speed they are going. These vehicles 

are more likely to be involved in a rear end crash or right-angle crash. The dilemma zone detection 

system will lengthen the “All Red Phase” to allow for additional clearance time if a vehicle were to 

enter the dilemma zone and continue through the intersection. 

 

 
 

Total Local Funding Required - $7,860 

 

Fiscal Impact: Staff budgeted for $32,000 for the purchase of traffic signals including $27,000 for 

overhead street light LED upgrades. 

 

$7,860 will be paid for out of the following accounts: 

 

100-03-800-5000 

 

 



 

Recommendation Summary:  

IDOT and the City have an agreement on the maintenance responsibility of signals. Dilemma Zone 

Detection will make the intersections safer for our citizens, and with the project being 90% federally 

funded, this is a huge discount for the City. 

 

Staff recommends passing the resolution to fund the local portion of the project. 

 

Action Requested:   Approval 


















