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     CITY OF WASHINGTON, ILLINOIS 
   Committee of the Whole Agenda Communication 

 

 

 

Meeting Date: April 12, 2021 

 

Prepared By:  Ray Forsythe, City Administrator 

 

Agenda Item:  Washington Area Community Center Use Agreement 

 

Explanation:  The City of Washington approved Ordinance No. 2897 on 08/02/2010 which approved 

and authorized approval of an Intergovernmental Use Agreement with the Washington Area 

Community Center.  Section III Transactions Related to the City Bond includes the following 

provisions: 

1. WACC shall make an annual, lump sum payment of $50,000 for each of ten (10) 

consecutive years commencing in 2011 and shall make an annual, lump sum payment of 

$75,000 for each of ten (10) consecutive years commencing in 2021.  Said annual payments 

shall be made on or before Mach 31st of each respective year. 

 

WACC has made each of the required $50,000 payments according to the agreement.  At the February 

17, 2021 Finance & Personnel Committee Meeting, Sherill West, President of the WACC Board of 

Directors, gave a presentation which included the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The minutes 

of that meeting are attached to this Memo for reference.  

 

Since the meeting, the City Administrator and the President of the Board of Directors have worked on 

a proposal to support the reopening of the event/banquet space.  Below is draft language that we are 

seeking feedback from the City Council on prior to putting together an amendment to the Use 

Agreement.   

 
Given the financial impact of state mandated closure of Five Points Washington due to COVID-19 pandemic of 

2020 and subsequent significant restrictions to gatherings in the event/banquet center and theater that continue 

for 2021, essentially all planned gatherings and events have been non-existent.  While there is some hope that the 

state will allow indoor gatherings in the latter part of 2021, there have not yet been any optimistic signs of that 

happening.  Several regional/national performers that were under contract to appear at Five Points Washington 

for 2020 have since delayed committing to a contract prior to 2022. 

 

Given these unusual circumstances the City of Washington agrees to establish a “Performance Support Fund” 

utilizing $25,000 of the $75,000 payment for next three years beginning with the payment due in 2021.  Said fund 

would be governed by the following policies: 

1. Fund would be used to offset performer fees (including usual rider fees such as accommodations, meals, 

lighting/audio equipment, etc.). 

2. Washington City Administrator and Five Points Washington General Manager would review potential 

events prior to contract signing to verify the event would qualify for coverage by the fund. 

3. Five Points Washington General Manager would report final results of the event expenses to the City 

Administrator within 60 days of the event. 

4. Any dollars remaining in the fund on December 31 would be retained in the fund for use the next year. 

5. After year three, this agreement would be revisited to review the impact/success that performing arts 

events at Five Points Washington have had on bringing additional business to other businesses in the 

community. 
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Fiscal Impact:   For the preliminary 3-year period:  $150,000 to be used to meet the WACC Bond 

Obligations.  $75,000 to fund the Performance Support Fund. 

 

Recommendation/ 

Committee Discussion Summary:  The Finance & Personnel Committee discussed supporting 

WACC/Five Points and recommended that a proposal be developed which could be presented to the 

Committee of the Whole. 

 

Action Requested:  Recommendation on a proposed amendment to the Use Agreement. 

 

Additional Documentation:  Finance & Personnel Committee Meeting Minutes, 02/17/2021; 

Ordinance No 2897 including the Intergovernmental Use Agreement with the Washington Area 

Community Center. 






















