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Meeting Date:  June 13, 2022 

 

Prepared By:  Dennis Carr – City Engineer 

 

Agenda Item:  Citywide Stormwater Study Final Report 

 

Explanation:  TWM has finalized the stormwater assessment and management report. On the last 

page of the report, they have a list of projects they identified totaling just over $26 million. They 

assigned mitigation points dependent on the flooding frequency as well as the buildings mitigated 

inside the flood area to give a list of eight priority projects. This condensed list totals $7.2 million. 

 

The eight projects in prioritized order are: 

L* Walnut Street and Adams Street storm sewer: $1,300,000 

C* Grandyle Drive relief storm sewer: $700,000 

K* South High Street and South Cedar Street storm sewer: $1,900,000 

B* Northridge Lane backyard storm sewer trunk line: $1,200,000 

U* Locust Street storm sewer: $300,000 

A* Meadowview Lane storm sewer: $600,000 

Q* Knollaire storm sewer: $720,000 

E* Enlarged Patricia (Pin Tail) Street detention basin: $450,000 

 

The priority projects are spread across the City with at least one project in every Ward. Two of these 

projects sit in the southeast corner of the city (L and K), where storm sewer inlets are largely only at 

the intersections or roads that have no storm sewer at all. This area will also likely see an increase in 

stormwater runoff as a result of the need for I&I mitigation following the smoke testing project. This 

could exacerbate the issue. While no road has been selected to be reconstructed after Hilldale, there has 

been a lot of internal conversation about the condition of Catherine. Project K would need to also 

account for any reconstruction done to Catherine. 

 

Generally speaking, the local projects will have a more targeted reduction to heavier impacted homes. 

They will also increase the flow of tributaries because we are giving the water a quicker path to the 

tributaries. This could increase the need for bank stabilization projects that were not quantified in this 

study. 

 

The large regional detention basins did not receive as many mitigation points largely because the 

flooding downstream of these basins is largely property/yard nuisance flooding and the price tags are 

higher. Most regional basins will also require the acquisition of property or easements. The acquisition 

itself will depend on if the property owner is even willing to sell the property for a basin. Bloomington 

attributes their decrease in damage from a 2021 two-day 100+ year storm event to their regional 

detention basins. 

 

The regional basins are the only projects that will directly impact the tributary flooding and help 

reduce downstream erosion without changes to existing basin sizing. Slowing down the tributary flow 

reduces the chances of having bank and roadway failures during large storms. Increasing existing basin 



sizes and reducing basin outfall flows would also aid in tributary flows. Adjusting our code to decrease 

flow from and to increase storage capacity of basins is a possibility, but it will likely come at a 

reduction in future development. While this would aid to reduce future issues, it won’t do anything 

with the current tributary flows. 

 

The TWM report identified two ponds on the 223 property (at Dallas and at Wellington), one west of 

Elgin, and one near Washington Park. The 223 property would not require easements or land 

acquisition, but the estimated price tag for the Dallas Road basin is $5.2 million and the Wellington 

basin is estimated at $2.1 million. Both of these basins are at the northernmost reach of a flooding 

tributary that have received a large volume of complaints. The basin west of Elgin would reduce the 

flooding impacts in the Washington Estates area with an estimated basin cost of $737,000. This basin 

would require land acquisition. This project would also be best paired with some remediation and 

stabilization efforts along the channel, which would bring the price tag closer to $1 million (not 

including land acquisition). The Washington Park basin has an estimate of $134,000, but this project 

may be able to be combined with the pedestrian bridge at the end of Jackson Street to offset the cost of 

the bridge. The total estimated cost of these basin projects is about $8.4 million. 

 

Fiscal Impact:  The increase in sales tax will generate roughly $1,000,000 in revenue for stormwater 

projects. With the delay in receiving the sales tax funds this year, we are only expecting to generate 

around $700,000 in revenue. 

 

Recommendation Summary: Discussion on the stormwater study, priority projects and the path 

forward for stormwater mitigation. 

 
























































































































