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CITY ADMINISTRATION – Jim Snider 

• Chip Seal Road Maintenance Schedule 
 
Attached is a map showing our planned chip seal road project beginning next week. 
 
As City Engineer Carr has previously discussed, this process requires patience as the process involves residents dealing 
with excess chips for 1 -2 weeks prior to the fog coat being applied next month which successfully completes the road 
treatment. “You have to crack a few eggs to make an omelette”.  In other words, the end result will produce a 
sufficiently attractive road. 
 
Proposed FY24 Budget Amendment 

 
The council has requested consideration of the meeting streaming hardware and software proposal from Granicus for 
$128,482.  I am also proposing an additional budget placeholder for permanent council meeting furniture at an 
estimated cost of $30,000.  This would allow the investment of the audiovisual equipment to be installed with the 
furniture which will eliminate the need for tearing down and setting up for each meeting.  I believe this would provide a 
more secure platform for our operations and avoid connection and operational issues that might occur otherwise. 

 
The total proposed FY24 budget amendment for discussion would be in the amount of $160,000. If approved, these 
funds would come from General Fund reserves. 

 
The proposed budget amendment requires a public hearing.  Said notice must be in the local paper and posted on our 
website no less than 10 days prior to the public hearing.  Following is the timeline of consideration by council: 

 
• Public Hearing – Monday, September 18th at 6:30 p.m. prior to the Council Meeting 
• 1st reading of FY24 budget amendment ordinance – Monday, September 18 Council Meeting 
• 2nd reading of the FY24 budget amendment ordinance – Monday, October 2 Council Meeting (2/3 vote 

approval required) 
 

• Building and Zoning Coordinator Update 
 

East Peoria Code Enforcement Officer and Residential Building Inspector Joe Boyer has accepted the position of Building 
and Zoning Coordinator with the City of Washington.  His start date is September 18th.  Retired Building and Zoning 
Coordinator Becky Holmes will continue to work part-time for us to provide assistance to Joe during the transition into 
his new position. 

 
BUILDING & ZONING –  
 Out of Office 
 
ENGINEERING – Dennis Carr/Ross Fuller 

• We are waiting on IDOT to execute the Nofsinger contract before construction can begin. We Have requested a time 
frame for the execution but we have not received any information from IDOT. 
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• TWM has completed the survey for the Catherine Street design. They will begin on geometrics 
• TERRA sent out public outreach letters to the properties along the North/Grant Street Safe Routes to School Projects. 

We have begun receiving correspondences in regarding which side of Grant would be preferred for the sidewalk. The 
public outreach letters were allowed by IDOT in lieu of a public hearing because of the limited homes that are impacted. 

• Stark has completed all of the underground work on Hilldale. The culvert has been completed as well. The grading crew 
will be on-site next week to finish removals and begin grading the road. Stark has contacted Prairie View and asked that 
they begin tree removal for work the at will be done through the creek channel from North St. to Hilldale. This will 
alleviate the flooding issues that this area has experienced over a number of years.  

• Storm sewer installation has nearly been completed for the Freedom Pkwy extension. Stark’s underground crew will 
remain on-site next week to continue with water main installation. We expect to see UCM as well and are hopeful that 
work begins on the turn lane and intersection at Cummings. 

• Donaldson has completed the pressure paving on Hampton, Chelsea, Wilshire, Easy Breese Way, and Comfort Way. We 
were very happy with this process this year. I spoke with multiple people on Donaldson’s crew and all of them told me 
that these roads were perfect candidates for this process and there should be no major issues for a number of years. We 
did not receive any calls from residents with complaints.  

• Chip sealing work will begin next week. UCM will be posting “No Parking” signs and delivering door hangers on Tuesday, 
for work to begin Wednesday. A map of the roads that will be chip sealed will be posted on the City’s website and social 
media by days end Friday. 

 
FINANCE – Joanie Baxter 

• Audit:  completed Leases and Fixed Assets, including responding to questions and requests for additional information 
from the auditors. 

• Prepared Estimated Payroll for Workers Comp for 2024.  
• Provided data for OPEB disclosures to be prepared by Foster & Foster and included in the financial statements. 
• Prepared grant application for the Illinois Public Risk Fund (IPRF) grant. For 2023, the City was awarded $11,199 as a 

Safety Grant. 
• Started working on the DCEO grant application for the Police Department Evidence Building equipment. We were 

notified we have been awarded $125,000 for this project. 
• In our continued effort to go paperless, thus increasing efficiency and providing cost savings – the City will be mandating 

direct deposit for all payroll checks effective October 1, 2023. Information will be sent out to all employees and elected 
officials needing to sign up, to help through the process. Thanks in advance for your cooperation! 

• Continued working with IT360 on the server and email migration project, Heart on the completion of the Voice over IP 
project and Konica Minolta on the digital fax project. 

• Gathered information and prepared for the S & P rating call next Wednesday for the Stormwater Management bond. 
• Jill processed and I reviewed payroll for September 1, 2023 
• Utility Billing (August 19 – September 1, 2023) 

o Cutoffs were processed for July with 22 services terminated, 28 payment arrangements made, and 15 door 
knockers distributed 

o One final bill for July disconnects was sent to Collections 
o New accounts and account closings processed: 

o 20 ins 
o 23 outs 

o Leak detection through RNI and Sensus Analytics software – 53 leaks were caught and residents/businesses 
notified  
 

HUMAN RESOURCES – Maureen Chambers 
• Attended the Central Illinois Human Resources Conference in Bloomington on August 24.  Sat in on some worthwhile 

discussions.  The keynote speaker was FANTASTIC.  I have a call scheduled with her on September 7.  I think she would be 
wonderful to present to our staff in 2024.  More to come! 

• Hosted Lunch and Learn at Washington Fire Department on August 30.  The turnout was a little discouraging so I keep 
going back to what is within my circle of control.  Wellness is so multi-faceted, and I really think it’s important to bring in 
people that share interesting thoughts and spark conversations that wouldn’t be typical in one’s day to day.  Did you hear 
something new?  Did you try something new? I am always on the look-out for engaging speakers, so if you know of 
someone, let’s chat!   
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• Offered Joe Boyer the position of Building and Zoning Coordinator this week.  Offer was accepted with the anticipated 
start date of September 18.  Currently, we have zero positions open at this time.  

• Met with Jake Zarley from Selective Insurance and Dennis Hermann.  He is their Safety Management Specialist.  We had a 
great conversation about safety and risk-reduction.  He and Dennis toured our facilities.  Jake is a local Washington 
resident, and I think he will be a great resource for safety/employee risk reduction initiatives.  

• Health Fair is on October 5.  Biometric screenings will be facilitated by Rock Valley Wellness.  Information will be 
distributed beginning next week to employees.   

• IPBC is switching enrollment platforms to PlanSource.  PlanSource is the software company that manages our health 
insurance, basic life and ad&d and our EAP program enrollment.  The last few bits of testing are taking place, which will 
be completed by September 1.     

• Working with eGov (Core) to begin making some slight, requested City website/homepage modifications. 
• Onboarded two new police hires and spent the morning reviewing insurance.  Will meet with them, again, once they 

return from their training academy.   
• Processed handful of retirement/personnel/benefit items/website updates.   

 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT – Jon Oliphant 

• Our pre-application for a flood mitigation project in the area around Harvey, Walnut, Pine, and Adams has been 
approved by IEMA.  This is for FEMA’s Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) program.  A sub-
application must be submitted to IEMA by October 1 with more details about the project.  If selected, BRIC pays up to 
75% of the eligible activity costs with the remaining 25% to be allocated from non-federal sources.  This storm sewer 
project has an estimated cost of $1.25M. 

• We have received the foundation plans for the Square brewpub project and a foundation-only permit has been issued. 
• We have received the foundation plans for the new building for Miller Custom Welding at N. Wilmor and W. Jefferson 

and a foundation-only permit has been issued for it.  The property was rezoned earlier in the year to allow for the new 
building and the State recently offered approval of the expansion of the Enterprise Zone to cover the two MCW 
properties. 

• We have received the foundation plans for the Culver’s construction at 115 N. Cummings and the foundation-only 
permit has been issued.  Construction is anticipated to last into the first quarter of 2024. 

• A petition for annexation has been submitted by James and Debra Rodriguez at 1020 Dallas Road.  They would like to 
connect to the City’s water.  As a result, a first reading ordinance will be on Tuesday’s Council agenda with a second 
reading to be scheduled for the September 18 meeting. 

• A house at 508 Walnut that sustained heavy damage as a result of a fire late last year will be demolished soon.  The 
contractor is waiting on Ameren to disconnect the gas until the demo can begin. 

• We will be utilizing a new life safety inspector after our prior life safety inspector took a position with the Office of the 
State Fire Marshal.  He had previously represented the City of Washington and a few other jurisdictions in the area.  We 
have met with his recommended replacement and look forward to a seamless transition with the assistance in life safety 
plan reviews and inspections. 

• The September 6 PZC meeting will include two cases: 1) A 3’ side yard and a 4’ rear yard variance request for Natalie 
Bielema at 210 Monroe.  This would allow for the replacement of a garage within the same footprint that was heavily 
damaged after a tree fell on it during a weather event earlier this year; and 2) A variance request to allow a ground-
mount solar array at 206 Legion Road.  The property is five acres in size and the proposed array would be located about 
30’ from the south side property line.  Because a similar ground-mount variance request at 1505 Pine Tree was tabled by 
the PZC a couple of weeks ago to allow for some time to consider a future zoning code text amendment to allow for 
residential ground mounts, this request may also be tabled. 

• We have received a special use request from Tazewell County within our 1.5-mile extraterritorial planning jurisdiction to 
allow the construction of a 4.95-megawatt commercial solar farm in the A-1 Agriculture Preservation District on about 
30 of a 78-acre parcel at 28260 Irish Lane.  The property is about 0.5 miles east of the intersection of Irish and the 
Washington Blacktop.  The solar developer is also proposing the same size solar farm on a property 0.5 miles north of 
the Washington Blacktop and US 150 intersection.  This is to be considered at the County ZBA meeting on October 3.  As 
such, please let me know if you have any questions about it by September 26. 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY – Chief McCoy/Deputy Chief Stevens 
Nothing exceptional to report at this time 
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PUBLIC WORKS – Brian Rittenhouse 
• The street department is almost finished with its annual basin inspections and maintenance.  Basin trough cleaning, that 

the City is responsible for, has been completed. 
• The street department’s yearly street painting will be finished this week.  One night shift will be scheduled to complete 

high traffic areas and the Square.  In the next week or two, Tazewell County will complete the roads the City contracts 
them to do every year. 

• The distribution and collections department relocated a water valve for the Freedom Road project.  They will also be 
removing a leaking valve on Hilldale that is of concern.  

• The distribution and collections department will be setting new manholes to help with the CIPP lining project.  These 
manholes will allow for the sewer mains to be lined and allow the department to perform routine maintenance.  

• The water department will be cleaning and inspecting the aerators at WTP #1.  After the aerators are finished, they will 
be cleaning and inspecting the reaction basin. 

• The wastewater treatment plant generator install project is scheduled to start the week of September 5th.  It should be 
completed within two months. 

• All three plow trucks have been ordered.  Chassis and body build prices have not changed from last September’s quotes.  
We should see the first truck delivered in the next few weeks.  The other two are estimated to be delivered sometime 
between March and June. 

• Staff is still waiting on some revised quotes for replacing the asphalt roller.  Looking to bring a recommendation to 
Council at the September 18th meeting. 
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