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     CITY OF WASHINGTON, ILLINOIS 
      City Council Agenda Communication 
 

 
 
Meeting Date:     Monday, February 2, 2026 
 
Prepared By:      Jeff Fiegenschuh, City Administrator 
    
Agenda Item:      R-1458 (2-26) Approve Amendment to City Administrator Employment Contract for 

     Car Allowance  
 

Explanation:       I wanted to inform you that a contract amendment will be included on the next City 
Council agenda to modify the City Administrator vehicle provision.  I apologize for not bringing this 
up during my contract negotiations, but after much thought feel this amendment makes the most sense 
for the city and myself.  

The proposed amendment would replace the use of a city-owned vehicle with a $300 per month car 
allowance. This allowance would cover all mileage and driving within a 50-mile radius and would 
allow me to utilize my personal vehicle for City business. 

From a financial perspective, this approach results in a cost savings to the City. For comparison 
purposes, below are the annual lease costs only for similar City vehicles, which do not include fuel, 
insurance, maintenance, or administrative costs: 

• Jeep Cherokee (Investigations): $12,048 
• Jeep Grand Cherokee (Unmarked – Deputy Chief): $13,236 
• Jeep Grand Cherokee (Unmarked): $13,020 

 

By contrast, the proposed allowance totals $3,600 annually, while also eliminating additional operating 
and insurance expenses. 
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In addition to the cost savings, this amendment removes any ambiguity related to the personal use of a 
city-owned vehicle and avoids potential policy or liability issues that can arise from mixed-use 
vehicles. 

Action Requested:   Staff requests approval of an amendment to the City Administrator employment 
contract for a car allowance. 
 
 



 
 

FIRST AMENDMENT TO EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 
 

 THIS FIRST AMENDMENT TO EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT (“Amendment”), is 
made this  2nd day of February, 2026 by and between the City of Washington, Illinois, a 
Municipal Corporation located in Tazewell County, Illinois, hereinafter called the “City”, and 
JEFF FIEGENSCHUH, hereinafter called the “Administrator”. 
 

RECITALS 
 

 WHEREAS, on December 15, 2025, the Mayor appointed the Administrator to the office 
of City Administrator and the City Council approved an Employment Agreement (“Agreement”) 
with the Administrator (Resolution  R-1455); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Administrator has requested an amendment to the Employment 
Agreement to provide for an automobile stipend in lieu of a City provided automobile; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises hereinafter exchanged in the 
Agreement, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby 
acknowledged, the parties agree as follows: 
 
1. Paragraph 12 of the Agreement is hereby deleted in its entirety, and replaced with the 
following: 
 

12. The City will pay the Administrator an automobile stipend in the amount of Three 
Hundred Dollars ($300.00) per month, commencing January 19, 2026, with such stipend 
to be prorated for any partial calendar month occurring during the term of the Agreement.  

 
2. All other terms and conditions of the Agreement shall remain in full force and effect 
following execution of this Amendment. 
 
CITY OF WASHINGTON, 
TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 
 
By:       ATTEST:      
 Mayor   
       City Clerk 
 
ADMINISTRATOR: 
 
 
By:       
 JEFF FIEGENSCHUH 
 Administrator 
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