
CITY OF WASHINGTON, ILLINOIS 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING - MONDAY, JULY 20, 2020 

BANQUET ROOM – FIVE POINTS WASHINGTON 
6:30 P.M. 

 
Call to Order Mayor Manier called the regular meeting of Monday, July 20, 2020 to order at 6:30 p.m. in 

Banquet Room D at Five Points Washington. 
 

Roll Call Present and answering roll call were Aldermen, Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, 
and Stevens. Absent was Alderman Yoder. 
 

 Also present were City Administrator Forsythe, Finance Director Joanie Baxter, P & D Director 
Oliphant, City Engineer Dennis Carr, Public Works Director Kevin Schone, Police Chief Mike 
McCoy, Deputy, City Attorney Derek Schryer, City Treasurer Ellen Dingledine, and City Clerk 
Valeri Brod. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance All present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

Agenda Review The Agenda was reviewed and stood as presented. 
 

Approve Consent 
Agenda 

Alderman Brownfield moved and Alderman Adams seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Items included on the Consent Agenda were minutes of the July 6, 2020 regular City 
Council meeting and July 13, 2020 Special City Council meeting; Bills and Payroll details, 
NPDES and Stormwater Permit Fees, TIF Pay Request #1 – Alexander Financial Services and 
Additional Asphalt Purchase Authorization.  
 
On roll call the vote was: 
Ayes:  6   Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens 
Nays:  0   
Motion declared carried. 
 

Audience Comments Dominic Lang and Allison Pauley with the Washington St. Jude Run shared that the Washington 
Run raised $355,000 raised. It was their 13th year. They reported that they were one of only a 
few runs that increased their pledge from last year. They are thankful that the community 
supports this cause. Dominic shared that they had a record number of 170 runners and although 
they lost a few sponsors, new sponsors stepped up. Mayor asked Chief McCoy to share the final 
total. Chief McCoy stated that Washington raised the second highest total and their management 
style was very safe and professional. He then shared that the grand total for all combined runs 
was $4,631,751.00 
City Clerk Brod read aloud 4 comments regarding raising residential poultry at various 
properties in Washington. She clarified that only parts of each letter that pertain to the poultry 
permit process will be read. The letters are attached in their entirety and made part of these 
minutes. 
A resident who resides at 209 North Street, addressed the audience. He stated that he had seven 
letters supporting his poultry permit. He feels that he is fighting to keep a promise to his 
daughter to raise chickens. They have had no complaints with their concerning permit. 
 

Announcements Mayor Manier shared no announcements  
 

Finance & Personnel 
Committee 

Alderman Daniel Cobb, Finance & Personnel Committee, introduced the 2 items; the TIF 
Redevelopment Agreement with Washington Historical Society at 101 Zinser Place and the TIF 
Funding Request for Brunk's Sports Center at 122 N. Main Street. Alderman Cobb stated that 
both items have been discussed through the committee and they support them. 
 

Public Safety 
Committee 

Alderman Brian Butler, Public Safety Committee, reported that there were no items to report 
tonight because Amending the Personnel Manual Regarding the Pay Plan was addressed in the 
Committee of the Whole meeting. There were no reports from chief at this time. 
 

Public Works 
Committee- 
Lakeshore Drive Phase 
1 Engineering Proposal 

Alderman Brownfield, brought forward for consideration the Lakeshore Drive Phase 1 
Engineering Proposal. City Engineer, Dennis Carr shared that they previously presented to 
IDOT, who did not initially give them the approval for the roundabout as presented. He shared 
the project can move forward without the roundabout. Staff recommends that the Council 
approves the proposal for Phase 1 Engineering for Lakeshore Drive to take place at the same 
time as the Phase 1 Engineering for Freedom Parkway.  
 
Alderman Dingledine shared that he hadn’t heard of the mentioned roundabout and is opposed 
to the concept of a roundabout in that area. Planning and Development Director, Jon Oliphant 
clarified that the roundabout was included in the proposal to gain more points, but it is not 
necessary to include in the final project. Alderman Dingledine feels that a roundabout would be 
bad for truck traffic. Stevens agrees that she also had not heard of the roundabout and agrees it 
would be a bad idea with truck traffic. Alderman Brownfield requested more research and 
exploration with a roundabout. Jon Oliphant clarified that including the roundabout in the 
proposal doesn’t obligate us to construct it. The concept of the roundabout establishes where the 
intersection would be but the final concept could be a standard intersection. He stated that just 
considering the roundabout increases our chances to receive funding approval. Alderman 
Brownfield moved and Alderman Adams seconded to approve as presented. 
On roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  6   Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens 
Nays:  0   
Motion declared carried. 
 



Public Works 
Committee- 
Freedom Parkway 
Additional Engineering 
Cost 

City Engineer Dennis Carr shared that they are considering having a specific meeting about the 
Lakeshore Drive project allowing the public to give input. They want to discuss where the bike 
path would terminate, at the intersection of McCluggage or at Route 8 intersection. The proposal 
is for finishing the bike path design and holding a public meeting. Alderman Dingledine asked 
for clarification about why the bike path is part of the IDOT plan? Dennis Carr explained that 
the proposal had to include transit, pedestrians, motor vehicles, and bikes in order to be 
considered for federal funding and the bike path can be used as a sidewalk as well. Alderman 
Stevens asked if the bike path can stay the way it is at the intersection at McCluggage and Route 
8. Dennis Carr affirmed her idea and explained that it would be more expensive to redo the 
current intersection than put in a new path. A motion was made to approve the additional money 
needed for the Phase 1 bike path study. Alderman Dingledine moved and Alderman Cobb 
seconded to approve as presented. 
 
On roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  6   Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens 
Nays:  0 
Motion declared carried. 

Public Works 
Committee- 
Sanitary Sewer Lining, 
St. Marks 

Alderman Brownfield introduced the sanitary pipe cleaning and lining needed under the St. 
Mark’s parking lot. Public Works Director, Kevin Schone shared that during the investigation of 
the West Holland project they found an 18 inch by 180 feet long pipe that needs cleaning and 
lining. He shared that they installed an access manhole at this time as well. Kevin Schone shared 
that there was no way to know this issue before the Holland project investigation. Alderman 
Dingledine asked if this facilitates the west Holland sanitary bed. Kevin stated this will make 
that project a little easier. A motioned was introduced to approve the budget needed to clean and 
fix the pipe. Alderman Cobb moved and Alderman Brownfield seconded to approve as 
presented. 
On roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  6  Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens 
Nays:  0 
Motion declared carried. 

Change Order #1 Water 
Tower #1 Painting, 
Ladder Installation 
Consideration 

Alderman Brownfield introduced the need for a ladder to be installed in the interior of the water 
tower. Public Works Director Kevin Schone explained that the project has been started. He 
shared that Seven Brothers Painting of Michigan noticed there was not an interior access ladder 
needed for safe entry and exit. Kevin stated that they were not aware of this issue until they 
opened the tower to begin painting. They have identified funds in other under budget areas 
within this project to cover this expense. He stated that the ladder is not necessary to access the 
tank but would be recommended due to safety issues. Alderman Dingledine asked for a progress 
report. Kevin shared that sandblasting had started. They predicted this would take 1 month. 
Kevin stated that the water supply is fine right now but water has to be wasted (released) to keep 
the pumps running and the pressure up. Alderman Dingledine moved and Alderman Butler 
seconded to approve as presented. 
On roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  6   Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens 
Nays:  0 
Motion declared carried. 
 
 
Kevin Shone provided updates that Royal Court is going to finish soon. He also received a call 
that a private contractor was working on city property at Sunnydale Estates and they will check 
to see the condition of the area. He shared that they are putting in a valve on Lawndale.  
Dennis Carr provided updates that they are working on a storm sewer on Lawndale and they are 
testing the watermain. He anticipates a few more water shutoffs while they work on tie-ins. 
Dennis Carr shared that a crane was caught in the historic downpour and damaged a piece of 
equipment. A new piece of equipment is coming soon. He also shared that Dogwood, Firethorn 
and Peppertree had some pavement tear-out that will need to be patched. A few bid openings are 
in the works as well. 
 
Mayor asked to clarify response to historic rainfall received during the week. Alderman 
Brownfield shared that staff and police were working hard and some staff members where 
actually working in the rain to address issues.  
 

Appointment: City 
Collector, Valeri Brod 

Mayor Manier requested Council approval of the appointment of Valeri Brod to fill the 
unexpired term vacancy as City Collector. Alderman Cobb moved and Alderman Stevens 
seconded to concur with the appointment as presented. 
On roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  6   Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens 
Nays:  0    
Motion declared carried. 
 
Mayor stated that he would like to recognize the Wall Dogs Committee. He feels it is a great 
addition to the City of Washington 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



City Administrator – 
COVID-19 Response 
Plan Update #3 
 

City Administrator Forsythe provided an update on the COVID-19 response. His review 
included the following: that as of June 25th Illinois has entered stage 4; City Hall made an 
adjustment to provide audio during this phase and we are trying to improve the quality of our 
audio with a new borrowed system; we had a conservative approach to revenues going into the 
COVID-19 shutdown; we did better than we had anticipated; the City saw an increase in Home 
Rule sales tax; we have received more fuel tax; income tax is down but the state pushed the due 
date back so that may change; with everything back open we anticipate better numbers. City 
Administrator Forsythe then reviewed temporary and seasonal help at City Hall. These include 
an Executive Administrative Assistant, a Human Resource Specialist, and a Laborer. He then 
reviewed various projects requiring additional funding that if delayed could result in higher 
costs. Joanie Baxter, Director of Finance, shared that the Finance and Personnel Committee is 
encouraged to see sales tax numbers up; the fiscal year is closed.  Alderman Stevens asked 
about items on that have been deferred such as the newsletter. She suggested that printed 
newsletters go out to residents. Ray agreed to review that next month.  
Alderman Cobb moved and Alderman Stevens seconded to approve as presented. 
On roll call the vote was:  
Ayes:  6   Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens  
Nays:  0    
Motion declared carried. 
 

Adopt ord, granting 
special use to allow 
poultry, 209 North St.; 
 

City Administrator Forsythe provided second reading of the following ordinance, by title and 
brief synopsis: an ordinance granting a Special Use to allow for poultry to be housed at 209 
North Street. Adoption of this ordinance would allow for poultry to be housed at 209 North 
Street. Alderman Cobb moved and Alderman Adams seconded to adopt the ordinance as read.  
 
Dingledine stated that he abstains from all future poultry voting. Discussion occurred including 
opposing views regarding the ordinance. Butler noted the timing of the Council discussions, the 
relative distance between coops and other residences, that three real estate specialists advised 
that permitting poultry would affect property values, the council has been divided on this topic, 
and rodents will come after what feed and chicken waste is left behind. Alderman Butler also 
stated that while we have an ordinance that everyone is following, it is a bad ordinance. Further 
discussion continued regarding the pros and cons to the ordinance. Alderman Adams suggested 
the ordinance be amended to not allow poultry but those who currently have chickens should not 
be penalized.  
 
On roll call the vote was: 
Ayes:  3   Adams, Cobb, Stevens (Dingledine abstained) 
Nays:  2   Brownfield, Butler 
Motion declared carried. 
 

Adopt ord, granting 
special use to allow 
poultry, 711 W. 
Jefferson Street 
 

City Administrator Forsythe provided second reading of the following ordinance, by title and 
brief synopsis: an ordinance granting a Special Use to allow for poultry to be housed at 711 W. 
Jefferson Street. Adoption of this ordinance would allow for poultry to be housed at 711 W. 
Jefferson Street. Alderman Adams moved and Alderman Stevens seconded to adopt the 
ordinance as read.  
 
On roll call the vote was: 
Ayes:  3   Adams, Cobb, Stevens (Dingledine abstained) 
Nays:  2   Brownfield, Butler 
Motion declared carried. 
 

Adopt ord, granting 
special use to allow 
poultry, 1001 
Wellington Drive 
 

City Administrator Forsythe provided second reading of the following ordinance, by title and 
brief synopsis: an ordinance granting a Special Use to allow for poultry to be housed at 1001 
Wellington Drive. Adoption of this ordinance would allow for poultry to be housed at 1001 
Wellington Drive. Alderman Cobb moved and Alderman Adams seconded to adopt the 
ordinance as read.  
 
Stevens acknowledges that this case has had the most neighbor comments both for and against 
this permit and that she will support code enforcement’s views. Discussion occurred regarding 
yearly renewals and lack of flexibility if permits would need to be revoked. Jon Oliphant 
clarified that code violations could result in a revoked permit, otherwise the permit is renewed 
yearly.  
 
On roll call the vote was: 
Ayes:  3   Adams, Cobb, Stevens (Dingledine abstained) 
Nays:  2   Brownfield, Butler 
Motion declared carried. 
 

Adopt ord, amending 
Personnel Manual 
regarding Sergeants pay 
plan 
 

City Administrator Forsythe provided second reading of the following ordinance, by title and 
brief synopsis: an ordinance amending the Personnel Manual of the City of Washington, 
Tazewell County, Illinois regarding the Pay Plan. Adoption of this ordinance would amend 
certain provisions of the City of Washington Personnel Manual pertaining to Sergeant Benefits. 
Alderman Cobb moved and Alderman Brownfield seconded to adopt the ordinance as read.  
 
There was no discussion at this time. 
 
On roll call the vote was: 
Ayes:  6   Adams, Brownfield, Butler, Cobb, Dingledine, Stevens 
Nays:  0    
Motion declared carried. 
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