CITY OF WASHINGTON, ILLINOIS

Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting
Wednesday, March 4, 2026, at 6:30 P.M.
At Five Points - 360 N. Wilmor Road, Washington

Call to Order

Roll Call

Approve Minutes

Public Comments

New Business
Proposed amendment to
Zoning Code,
specifically, Section 56-
258 "Definitions” and
Section 56-271
"Billboards", for the
purpose of adding or
deleting text.

New Business

Comm’r/Staff Comments

Adjournment

Vice Chair Milot called the regular meeting of the City of Washington Planning and Zoning
Commission to order at 6:30 p.m. A quorum was established.

Present: Commissioners Brecklin, Cohen, Collins, Milot
Absent: Commissioner Burdette, Reeder, Scott
Also present: P&D Director Oliphant, Building Zoning Coordinator Boyer and City Clerk Brod

Commissioner Brecklin motioned Commissioner Collins seconded to approve the minutes of the
December 3, 2025 meeting. Motioned passed by voice vote.

Jeff Geibelhousen, owner of Civic Displays, shared that he has architecturally enhanced digital
billboards in various neighboring towns. They would prefer using a special use process for
approvals. He shared that they would like a location on McCluggage Road, but it wouldn’t qualify
according to Code because it is zoned Ag even though it is in a commercial area.

Acting Chairman Milot opened the public hearing at 6:34 p.m. to hear a Proposed amendment to
Zoning Code, specifically, Section 56-258 "Definitions" and Section 56-271 "Billboards", for the
purpose of adding or deleting text. P&D Director Oliphant shared that there were two proposed
variance requests from Robinson Outdoor for a possible billboard at US24 and Eagle. Both were
denied by PZC and Council. Council expressed interest in amending the City Code regarding
billboards. The amendments would have three components:

1. Billboard requests would require a special use request through a public hearing prior to

going to Council for approval.
2. An amendment allowing billboards to be on non-residential property zoned C-2, C-3, and
I-1, eliminating C-1 properties from consideration.

3. Requiring automatic light detector abilities to auto-dim depending on natural light.
Mr. Oliphant noted that the City has more Ag-1 than C-1 zoned properties and they are mostly on
Cruger. Regarding speed limits, Mr. Oliphant shared that language includes a reduction from 55
mph to 50 mph. This would open up McCluggage Road for consideration and this would be
consistent with other communities. Mr. Collins expressed favor for the proposed process and
suggested the creation of a GIS catalog of current billboards. P&D Director Oliphant shared that
the City only has two large-scale billboards and noted the setback requirements for them.
Commissioner Brecklin noted signs on buildings versus stand-alone signs. P&D Director Oliphant
noted the differences between off-premise signage versus billboards. Commissioner Milot
suggested ordinances that address density per square mile. P&D Director Oliphant noted other
options could set regulations based on the size of the sign. He also noted that the sign at Beck’s is
like an electronic message board, but it only advertises their own company. Several members
expressed concern for signage oversaturation, the need for a clear process and the need for
dimmable technology on signs that allow the message to change. P&D Director Oliphant shared
that the small billboard language was drafted in 2009/2010. Commissioners Milot and Brecklin
would like this to come back with more information for further discussion.

At 7:00 p.m. Commissioner Collins motioned to close the public hearing, Commissioner Brecklin
seconded.

Commissioner Collins motioned to table for further discussion; Commissioner Brecklin seconded.
Ayes: Brecklin, Cohen, Collins, Milot

Nays:

Passed by roll call vote.

No new business was presented.
Mr. Oliphant shared that there will be two cases presented in April.

Commissioner Collins expressed appreciation for the EDC minutes provided to the PZC and
would like to see if there are actionable items. He would like to work with City staff to see how
they can be more proactive by working with the EDC. He noted the green space initiative at
Sunnyland Plaza could involve PZC. P&D Director Oliphant invited everyone to attend the EDC
meetings on the second Tuesday of each month. He noted that Bobby Martin would be a good
contact for questions. He also noted difficulties with getting public input and streamlining the
work process, making it harder to complete work due to a large variety of input. Commissioner
Milot suggested designating liaisons from each board allowing for boards to communicate with
each other more easily.

At 7:08 p.m. Commissioner Collins motioned to adjourn; Commissioner Brecklin seconded.

Motion carried by voice vote. 'Ql

Valer1 L. Brod, City Clerk




