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Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes

Monday, June 8, 2026, at 6:30 P.M.
Five Points Washington, 360 N. Wilmor Road, Washington, IL 61571

Mayor Stevens called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m., with a quorum present.

Present:

Absent:

Alderpersons Blundy, Ernst, Johnson, Martin, McIntyre, Moss, Smith
Alderperson Sluder

Also Present:  City Administrator Fiegenschuh, City Engineer Carr, Finance Director Hurd, Planning & Development

Director Oliphant, Police Chief Stevens, City Clerk Brod, Attorney Walton
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CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Mayor Stevens
APPROVAL OF REMOTE ATTENDANCE: Not needed.
PRESENTATIONS: None provided.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS: Washington resident Kris Hasten addressed the delays with the trunkline sewer
project. She stated the project was unanimously approved by the Council in 2019 but has been delayed due to
denied property access. She also expressed concern about the costs incurred, including attorney fees in 2026,
noting that three engineers have recommended the same route and that the City has spent more than $500,000
on the project on additional expenses.

Washington resident Joe Arnold addressed the delays with the trunkline sewer project. He stated the City has
spent hundreds of thousands of dollars evaluating Route B and noted that a homeowner had hired an engineer
to identify an alternate route. He encouraged the Council to review the previous studies before authorizing
additional spending, stating that multiple engineering studies have identified Route B as the preferred option.
He feels further analysis would be a waste of time and money and shared opposition from property owners
along the northern route.

ALDERPERSON COMMENTS: Alderperson Mclntyre recognized public safety, PD, PW and Fire department
for protecting our community during recent events in Washington.

BOARD & COMMITTEE REPORTS: Administrator Fiegenschuh shared that he attended his first Five Points
board meeting where they discussed future solar options and their capital campaign.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Alderperson MclIntyre motioned to approve May 11, 2026, Committee of the
Whole meeting minutes, Alderperson Ernst seconded. Passed by voice vote.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

A. MGT Salary Study Proposal — Administrator Fiegenschuh stated the study will evaluate non-union
salaries and update job descriptions at a cost not to exceed $17,000. He said it will help align pay with
surrounding communities, establish pay bands, and support recruitment and retention. He noted
Washington has lost employees to East Peoria. Administrator Fiegenschuh explained the study does
not add staff but will provide unbiased data regarding current positions and workloads. Alderperson
Mclntyre expressed support, stating the study could help guide future Council decisions.
Administrator Fiegenschuh noted it could also support performance-based compensation and address
pay steps that have reached their maximum levels. Alderperson Johnson clarified that current pay
increases are cost-of-living adjustments and are not tied to performance reviews. Administrator
Fiegenschuh added that an annual employee review process is being implemented. Alderperson
Martin expressed some concerns about the scope of the study and its potential compensation
implications but expressed overall support. Mayor Stevens noted financial impact would depend on
the study's findings and subsequent Council decisions.

B. FY 2027 Special Transportation Studies Application Consideration — P&D Director Oliphant shared
Funds must be used for projects that meet the requirements of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act. Funds cannot be used for engineering and construction, and any project must be completed by
December 31, 2027. He provided four possible projects with two standouts. 1. Update the City's ADA
Transition Plan to ensure continued accessibility compliance. 2. Expand GIS easement mapping in
areas where data is incomplete, though staff does not recommend this project for grant funding due to
low scoring potential. 3. Develop a Business 24 streetscape plan to establish a cohesive design for
future corridor improvements. 4. Conduct a Square access, circulation, and parking study to evaluate
parking needs and improve traffic flow for all transportation modes. P&D Director Oliphant feels the
strongest choice would be the square parking study, which he feels would rank well. Alderperson
Moss expressed support due to recent council discussions. The consensus agreed to move forward
with Mr. Oliphant’s recommendation.
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C. Recommendation to Authorize Mauer-Stutz Engineering Review — Phase 2B Trunk Sewer Interceptor
Project — Administrator Fiegenschuh recommended authorizing him to execute an agreement with
Mauer-Stutz, Inc. for an independent engineering review of the Trunk Sewer Interceptor Project for an
amount not to exceed $20,000. He noted the project has been under consideration for a long time and
believes the City should make a decision soon. Engineer Carr explained that Hamilton reviewed the
Strand and Aptim engineering plans, evaluated other options, and recommended the I&I project as the
preferred solution. He said Hamilton also worked with the Pudiks and Hastens on a compromise to
maintain access, minimize property impacts, and discuss a pre-annexation agreement. Following the
change in administration, the Pudiks expressed concerns with Hamilton's study, leading to the
recommendation for an additional independent review. Alderperson Blundy noted the project ended
without a final report, while Mayor Stevens questioned Hamilton's credibility. Attorney Walton stated
the proposed fee is reasonable and advised that a closed session with the property owners would not
be appropriate, although individual Council members may speak with them. Alderperson Mclntyre
questioned the value of another $20,000 study. Engineer Carr explained the project was paused to
incorporate Robinson's smoke testing into Hamilton's draft report, but the previous administration
chose not to fund completion of the final report. Alderperson Moss said the previous studies may have
contained bias and supported an unbiased third-party review. Alderpersons Johnson, Mclntyre, and
Smith agreed, with McIntyre noting this would be the third independent analysis and Smith
emphasizing the need for objectivity. Engineer Carr noted the two property owners have not met
together to discuss the issue. Mayor Stevens recommended a meeting with both parties, the City
Administrator, and herself. Administrator Fiegenschuh stated that securing the necessary easement is
one of his goals.

OTHER BUSINESS/UPCOMING BUSINESS ITEMS: Alderperson Moss expressed concern for the
intersection near Culvers and Neenah Ace Hardware and suggested placing a controlled exit from the Culver’s
parking lot to avoid near misses. Engineer Carr and Chief Stevens also noted concerns with the intersection.
They feel the intersection should include stop signs for consistency. Mayor Stevens noted that Culvers
provided this exit to help alleviate congestion on Cummings and doesn’t think they would object to making it
safer. All agreed.

Alderperson Martin would like to be included in a future meeting regarding the trunkline. He suggested that
the Mayor inform Council before moving forward. Alderperson Ernst agreed. Alderperson Blundy expressed
concern if one party wouldn’t want to discuss further. Meeting notes were requested to be taken.

ADJOURNMENT: At 7:47 p.m. Alderperson Smith moved to adjourn; Alderperson Martin seconded. Motion
carried unanimously by voice vote.

U auuns L P 9o

/ Valeri L. Brod, City Clerk




